
SMFT Fall 2013 
 
Instructor: Dr. Dawne M. Taylor 
Office:  SSMB 112    Phone:  953-5052  
e-mail:  taylord@cofc.edu    course material found on OAKS 
 

         Schedule 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
11 am Chem 111  

(Lightsey 346) 
 

12-2 pm  
Office Hours 

 
 

10-12 am  
Office Hours 

 
 
 
 

 
11 am Chem 111  

(Lightsey 346) 
 

12-2 pm  
Office Hours 

 
5-7:45 pm 

SMFT class 

10-12 am  
Office Hours 

 
 

1:40-4:40 pm 
Chem 231 Lab 

 
5-8 pm 

Chem 231 lab 
Chem 231 labs meet 

in SSMB 109 

 
11 am Chem 111  

(Lightsey 346) 
 

12-2 pm  
Office Hours 

 

Text:  None and notes will be provided 
 

 Competency at the level of MATH 104, which includes algebra and graphing, is assumed. You will need a 
calculator that can perform logarithmic and exponential functions. Bring this calculator to all class meetings. 

 
Course Objectives: 

 Know the definition of chemistry and the scientific method 
 Express common mathematical techniques in the solving of chemistry problems 
 Understand the role of the atom in chemistry 
 Distinguish, classify, and explain the properties of compounds 
 Recognize and explain the fundamental nature of chemical reactivity 
 Understand fundamental physical properties of matter. 
 Develop practical lesson plans for the classroom based upon the content learned and experienced.  
 Align new science content with existing SC State Science Standards.  
 Experience hands-on applications of science and technology. 
 Understand the relationship among science, technology, and society. 
 Understand the role of science education in learning to teach certain concepts related to the 

electromagnetic spectrum. 
 
Drop/Add:      In order to change sections or change courses you must do so no later than 5 p.m Monday 
August 26, 2013.  
 

Withdrawal:  The last day to drop with a grade of "W" is Thursday October 24th  at 5 pm.   
 

Calculators: You will need a calculator that performs exponential and logarithmic functions. You will need to 
bring it to ALL class meetings. You do not need one, but if you have a programmable calculator you will need 
to come to exams early to show me all programs that are currently on your calculator. 
 

Attendance and Participation: Attendance is expected but NOT mandatory You are responsible for all 
information presented in class whether are present or not.  Dr. Taylor WILL NOT give you a private lecture at a 
later time if you miss class.  No make-up tests or quizzes are given.  It is possible to arrange to take a test or 
quiz early.  
 
Homework:  Homework will be given but only for your own edification and practice and a good place to start 
when coming to office hours with questions.  The answers will be provided but not worked out. Problems 
appear to be very easy in class when Dr. Taylor is doing the work for you or prompting you.  The real test 
comes if you can do any problem at any time, in any context and do it in a fixed time frame.  The measure of 
how well you master the material will be the daily quizzes, exams and final exam. 



 
Responsibilities:       You are responsible for all material 
covered or assigned in class or assigned via OAKS.  You 
should check OAKS at least weekly for any updates. There will 
be a schedule with all notes, homework assignments and 
quizzes for each class period.   It is absolutely vital that you 
keep current in your studies.   My expectation is that for every 
hour spent in lecture you will spend a minimum of 3 hours of 
study.   The instructor is here to explain the material and help 
you to the best of her time and ability.  However, the burden of 
learning is upon you, the student, which includes making use 
of supplemental instruction and office hours and working 
through the homework sets provided sometimes more than 
once.  
 

Contacting Dr. Taylor:  The best way to contact Dr.  Taylor is by email.  Her email address is 
taylord@cofc.edu and she will check her email between the hours of 8 am and 9 pm.  If she has not responded 
to your email, please send her another one as your email may have gone to her junk folder or gotten lost in 
cyber space.  She makes a point to respond to every email 
 

Office Hours:  These are not the same thing as lecture.  During this time, please come prepared with 
questions you have.  For most people, chemistry is a foreign language and the best way to learn a foreign 
language is to speak it. “I don’t get anything we did today” IS NOT A QUESTION.    Dr. Taylor prepares 
lectures and explains the material in a way she believes will be understood and would only repeat herself if you 
made that statement and since it clearly didn’t help you understand the material the first time, starting with a 
question or a homework problem is a much better place to start. 
 
Schedule: I have provided you with a schedule of the material that will be covered on which dates.  This is a 
tentative schedule as it is difficult to dictate the pace of the class for any given day.  I do not change test dates 
but rather change the material that will be covered on each exam.   
 
Quizzes: There will be in class or take home quizzes given every class period. The quizzes will cover the most 
important topics discussed in the previous lecture(s). You will need a calculator for all quizzes.  
 

Exams: There will be a midterm and a final.  You will need a calculator for all exams.  Material covered on the 
exams is clearly outlined in class.  Do not stop class to ask Dr. Taylor the format on the exam, what will be on 
the exam, or how she will ask a question on  the exam.  The answer will always be everything and difficultly.  I 
believe you have been given all of the tools you need to answer a question and firmly believe that the subject 
has been discussed in class even if the discussion is:  Make sure you look over thus and so.  Typically, exams 
are 10 multiple choice questions and 4-8 short answer questions.  The best preview of Dr. Taylor’s test style is 
the quizzes.  When you receive your exam back it is important for you to look over the exam and any notes 
made by Dr. Taylor.  If you have any questions regarding your grade on an exam or how to work through a 
problem on the exam, see Dr. Taylor during office hours.  

Grading Scale:  
            
          A 93-100% 
 Grading:         A- 90-92% 
          B+ 87-89%  
          B 83-86%  
 Lab Reports/ Quizzes  20%     B-  80-82%     

Midterm   20%     C+ 77-79% 
 Final Exam   20%     C 73-76%  

Projects/ Presentation  20%     C- 70-72%    
D+ 68-69%  
D 66-67% 
D- 65%    
F Below 65%    


